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nawa, with hardly any 'nient_:_';m’ of Ie Shima,

HELL~-SPIKE BATTLE BLOODIER THAN TARATWA L,V)/
IE SHIMA VICTORY NEW PACIFIC SAGA :
5,000 JAPS RAINED SHELLS DOWN ON
DRAVE 77TH: ERNIE PYLE DIED THE

bombers

Washington - . _ﬂn shivered this week as liap Arthur's £
roared in. f%ug Okirz.als air fields - and you can give a lot af credit to.
New York's own 77th division and the forgotten battle for z [.71 spike off

i s

the ccost, Details of the affair have just become known herc.

The hell spike was a rocky pinnacle on Ie Shima, which the "th took
e

after a fu lous five=day confllct — The battle in whlch‘Ern.e Trie died,

And it's important, because it cleared the way for the air support
which backed up the attack on nearby Okinawa, It save Gen Simon B, Buck-
ner's 10th army a sood airbase, from which the fichter plancs and bombcrs

were ~ble to zct ab Okinawa when the latter looked doubiful. And this
tbtle known bautle proved to be onc of the toushest of the entire Pacific

v
(531 = ¥

Te. Sh1ha thus 70¢S Gown dlth'Kwa jalein and Iwo Jima as one of the
thres koy steopinz sbones that cleared the way for our advance from the
larshall. Islards to Tokyo's front yard. And it was 1uutggbou$ as touzh as
eitherzidinme of those much better publici-. : Lettles. Ie. Shima was over-
lcoxed because of the birvcr battle ra-ir- ncxt door, byt it was a mizhby
toush nut to crack, The tourhest part was the h3+l“aﬁ‘{P, a younr mountain
607 feet hirh, nacked with three siery pill-boxes and risins behind a vile
lzoc of concrete houses which h-¢ been converted into artillery emplace=—
rents, The whole thing constituted a formidable fortress, connected by
tunnels and held by 5,000 fartical Japs. They defenced it house-by-house,
cavembv~cave, and pillbox=by=piliboz. And they had n]-“uv of artillery,
ortars, and anti-tank TUns. |

“That's what the 77th #alked,into when it landcd on Ie Shima last April
15the The Tia h_ ars to clear out the island so we could use it's
first class airbas-  “he tough fir‘ht.:l.nfr Japs-still barred us from the thrée
best of Ckinawa's ilve alrflglds. ile had to get more planes in the air to .
relieve the pressure over the Ryukyus and Ie Shima was the b.% bet, The

77ta was comrandad by Maj. Gen, A.D.Bruce, the father of Americ . udnk de-
stroyerse Bruce himself has been a tough, fearless, fighting me. “.. two wars
and ie Pyle came with him to see what turned out to be one o. the fier—
cest battles Vet fought,

The J DS were clever. They xh had everything camouflaged and the
garrison hf"remalned under cover for an entire month trying to fool us into
a trap. They even stdged a show of weak resistance at the best western beach
so that we could break through and come storming into that hernet's nest,
The 77th landec on the 15th and took the airficld on the foran? of the lé6th,
Then it pressed on cautiously and ran into the hornet's nest that after-
noon, A dirty, bloody struggle imstantly developed, with the Japs on the
peak lOOkln” do m the throats of the attackers, '

They came'out fighting tﬁat hl?ht._T‘~~'qneaked through the lines,
hacking and stabbins the men.in the fox hcolzs and 155 of them with eprQSlves
tied.to their backs were killed in a sinz rle sector. But the 77th bedat themx
off and went. forward the nexp morr;ng

It didn't go very fast for the next two days, inching it's bloody way

for1ard amid a hail of fire throush what proved to be 1,200 mines. Snipers

rere concealed everywhere and it was one of them that kllled Ernie Pyle on
’r,he 18th, Bu.t. the Americans cropt and crawled slowly forward,

BY Aprll 19th Gen, Bruce issued his General Order No. 56. It read slmp—
ly: "Ie Shima. is cr~ured. Thank you, tough cuys." P



